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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  A 


EETING 


OF  THE 


PEOPLE  OF  PHILADELPHIA, 


CONVENED  ON 


TUESDAY  EVENING,  MARCH  14th,  1871, 

At  Horticultural  Hall,  in  said  City, 

Under  the  following  call: 


Stoll  PMMelpMa  Manage  Her  Own  Affairs? 


LET  HER  PEOPLE  ANSWER! 

The  Special  Committee  of  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
appointed  to  invite  the  co-operation  of  the  Citizens  of  Philadelphia  in 
protesting  against  the 

Jnfamqus  Commission  ^Schemes 

Introduced  into  our  State  Legislature,  hereby  invite  the  Citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  without  distinction  of  party, 

TO  ASSEMBLE 

TTT  GEPTEEAL  MASS  MEETILTG, 

AT  HORTICULTURAL  HALL, 

On  Tuesday  Evening,  lJf-th, 

At  Eight  o’clock, 

To  protest  against  the  passage  of  those  Ruinous  Measures, 
to  assert  our  right  of  Local  Self-Government,  to  maintain 
our  birthright  principle  of  the  Unity  of  Taxation  and 
Representation,  to  prevent  the  threatened  Waste  of  the 
Property  and  Wealth  of  Our  City,  and  to  guard  against  the 
Terrible  Corruption  that  must  ensue  from  the  snatching  of 
the  control  of  our  City  affairs  from  our  own  Councils  Elected 
by  the  People,  and  entrusting  it  to  the  Absolute  Manage- 
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ment  of  Irresponsible  Commissions  composed  of  a few  men 
appointed  by  a body,  many  of  whose  members  are  Unac- . 
quainted  with  our  Needs,  Without  Knowledge  of  our  Con- 
dition, and  Without  Sympathy  with  our  Wishes. 

The  Councils  have  no  interest  in  the  matter  except  as 
Citizens  and  as  Sworn  Guardians  of  the  Interests  of  the  City. 
It  is  for  the  good  of  ail  that  they  ask  for  a Grand  Outpouring 
of  all  our  Citizens  for  the  Safety  and  Happiness  of  All.  Men 
of  all  parties,  Republicans,  Democrats  and  Neutrals;  Men  of 
all  conditions,  Rich  and  Poor;  Men  of  all  occupations,  Manu- 
facturers, Laborers,  Merchants,  Professional  Men  and  Me- 
chanics; all  are  interested;  all  will  be  injured  and  insulted 
by  the  passage  of  these  Vile  Measures; — let  all  attend  and 
raise  their  voices  in  reprobation  of  the  Unprincipled  Plun- 
derers who  have  conceived  and  are  playing  this  Desperate 
Game;  let  them  send  a Shout  of  Denunciation  to  strike  with 
terror  the  Evil-Doers  who,  to  enrich  themselves,  would  Im- 
poverish the  People,  grind  us  with  Taxes  Without  Corres- 
ponding Benefits,  Degrade  the  Dignity  of  Our  City,  and 
Destroy  Our  Municipal  Credit  by  an  accumulation  of  debt 
so  enormous  as  to  Crush  All  Enterprise  and  Paralyze  All 
Business. 

Eminent  speakers  will  address  the  meeting. 

GEORGE  L.  BUZBY, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 
WILLIAM  CHARLTON, 
GEO.  A.  SCHAFER, 

W.  FISHER  MITCHELL, 
GEO.  W.  NICKELS, 
SAMUEL  G.  KING, 

ALEX.  L.  HODGDON, 
CHAS.  THOMSON  JONES, 
WILLIAM  B.  HANNA, 
HUGH  McILVAIN. 
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At  the  hour  named,  an  audience  having  assembled  en- 
tirely filling  every  available  space  in  the  large  hall  and 
the  galleries,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  George 
L.  Buzby,  Esq.,  who  moved  that  the  Hon.  Daniel  M. 
Fox,  Mayor  of  the  City,  be  appointed  President  of  the 
meeting,  which  having  been  unanimously  agreed  to, 

The  Mayor  then,  in  a short  address,  stated  the  object  of 
the  meeting,  and  announced  that  he  was  ready  to  receive  a 
motion  for  the  election  of  Vice-Presidents  and  Secretaries. 

Mr.  George  L.  Buzby  then  nominated  for 

Vice-Presidents : 

Hon.  William  M.  Meredith,  Hon.  Horace Binney,  Hon.  Mor- 
ton McMichael,  Hon.  Richard  Vaux,  Hon.  Alexander  Henry, 
Hon.  Charles  Gilpin,  Hon.  James  Campbell,  Hon.  John  W. 
Forney,  Hon.  Charles  J.  Biddle,  Hon.  N.  B.  Browne,  Gen.  H.  H. 
Bingham,  A.  H.  Franciscus,  John  C.  Bullitt,  William  W.  Hard- 
ing, Joseph  Harrison,  Jr.,  Thomas  C.  Hand,  George  W.  Biddle, 
William  Rotch  Wistar,  Seth  J.  Comly,  John  O’Byrne. 

First  Ward — Thomas  T.  Tasker,  Jr.,  Andrew  Sterling. 

Second  Ward — Andrew  Nebinger,  M.  D.,  A.  S.  Simpson. 

Third  Ward — George  Kelly,  Captain  L.  Schellinger. 

Fourth  Ward — John  U.  Giller,  Arthur  Hughes. 

Fifth  Ward — James  Page,  Edmund  J.  Yard. 

Sixth  Ward — Isaac  H.  O’Harra,  Patrick  Duffy. 

Seventh  Ward — Colonel  William  Bradford,  Ferdinand  J. 
Dreer. 

Eighth  Ward — Henry  C.  Carey,  Henry  B.  Coxe. 

Ninth  Ward — Thomas  G.  Hood,  Joseph  B.  Myers. 

Tenth  Ward — George  Morrison  Coates,  John  O.  James. 

Eleventh  Ward — Richard  G.  Banning,  Wm.  M.  Kennedy. 

Twelfth  Ward — John  F.  Belsterling,  Jacob  Riegel. 

Thirteenth  Ward — George  F.  Lee,  Alexander  M.  Fox. 

Fourteenth  Ward — Thomas  Thompson,  William  McCleary. 


Fifteenth  Ward — William  Y . McGrath,  William  Sellers. 
Sixteenth  Ward — Fames  Nichols,  Daniel  Witham. 
Seventeenth  Ward — William  0.  Kline,  A.  R.  Samuels. 
Eighteenth  Ward — Charles  M.  Lukens,  John  Robbins,  Jr. 
Nineteenth  Ward — John  B.  Moffitt,  James  Ritchie. 
Twentieth  Ward — Jacob  G.  Neafie,  James  S.  Watson. 
Twenty-first  Ward — John  Marble,  J.  Vaughn  Merrick. 
Twenty-second  Ward — Charles  Spencer,  Chas.  P.  Bayard. 
Twenty-third  Ward — George  Megee,  Nathan  Hilles. 
Tiventy -fourth  Ward — James  RJioads,  John  F.  Gross. 
Twenty  fifth  Ward — William  M.  Baird,  A.  J.  Buckner. 
Twenty-sixth  Ward — Lorin  Blodget,  Hon.  John  Iv.  Findlay. 
Twenty -seventh  Ward — Hon.  Ellis  Jjewis,  Clarence  H. 
Clark. 

Twenty-eighth  Ward — Hiram  Miller,  William  L.  Morison. 
Twenty-ninth  Ward — Philip  B.  Mingle,  A.  H.  Shott. 

Secretaries : 

Samuel  Bell,  George  Truman,  Jr.,  Joseph  Mills,  S.  V. 
Pennypacker,  James  M.  Vance,  John  E.  Addicks,  George  G. 
Pierrie,  James  Dobson,  Samuel  Robb,  William  J.  Swain,  L. 
Wain  Smith,  Edward  H.  Weil  and  George  Lynch. 

These  officers  were  all  unanimously  elected. 

William  B.  Hanna,  Esq.,  then  offered  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions,  which  were  read  by  Mr.  George  G. 
Pierrie,  one  of  the  secretaries : 

PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 

We,  the  people  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  without  dis- 
tinction of  party,  in  General  Mass  Convention  assembled, 
impelled  by  the  common  danger  which  threatens  us  all  in  the 
passage  by  the  State  Legislature  of  certain  Acts  of  Assembly, 
now  pending  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  known  as  “ the 
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Commission  Bills,”  do  most  earnestly  protest  and  remon- 
strate against  their  passage,  and  assign  fdr  cause  of  our  re- 
monstrance and  protest : 

First.  That  the  effect  of  these  Acts  will  be  to  hand  over 
for  five  years  the  City  and  its  wealth,  its  business,  its  manu- 
factures, and  its  destiny  to  the  keeping  and  absolute  manage- 
ment of  a few  Commissioners  and  their  swarms  of  agents, 
contractors  and  officers,  without  accountability  to  the  people 
of  Philadelphia  or  to  their  chosen  representatives  in  Councils. 

Second.  Because  the  Commissioners  are  to  be  appointed, 
not  by  the  people  whose  millions  they  are  to  expend,  and 
whose  property  they  are  to  control,  but  by  the  Legislature, 
many  of  whose  members  are  totally  unacquainted  with  our 
needs  and  our  wishes. 

Third.  Because  these  Acts  empower  the  Commissioners  to 
compel  Councils  to  levy  any  rate  of  taxation  the  Commis- 
sioners may  think  fit,  which  is  taxation  without  representa- 
tion ; thus  striking  a blow  at  the  most  cherished  principle 
of  Republican  government. 

Fourth.  Because  these  Acts  will  open  the  door  to  the 
most  stupendous  corruption,  which  may  ensue  from  this 
wholesale  transfer  to  irresponsible  Commissioners  of  the  con- 
trol of  the  public  expenditures. 

Fifth.  Because  these  Acts  sweep  away  our  ancient  privi- 
leges and  long-enjoyed  municipal  franchises,  and  launch  our 
City,  with  all  its  hopes  and  destinies,  upon  unknown  and 
dangerous  seas. 

Sixth.  Because  these  Acts  are  sought  to  be  passed  without 
a single  petition  to  the  Legislature  in  their  favor,  from  the 
people  whom  they  are  to  affect — their  authors  not  daring 
publicly  to  advocate  them,  but  issuing  anonymous  communi- 
cations to  mislead  the  people,  and  to  cover  up  their  iniqui- 
tous schemes,  we  have  a just  right  to  believe  and  to  infer 
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that  their  end  and  design  is  to  enrich  themselves  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  and  with  the  vast  funds  under  their  control  to 
perpetuate  their  tenure  of  office. 

We,  therefore,  the  people  of  this  City,  a City  sufficiently 
great  of  herself  to  constitute  a Commonwealth,  the  very  birth- 
place of  American  liberty,  are  here  to-day  assembled  to  re- 
affirm that  immortal  declaration  of  our  fathers,  upon  which 
the  flight  of  passing  years  only  sheds  additional  lustre,  “ that 
governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed." 

Resolved,  That  we  solemnly  and  earnestly  invoke  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  of  our  State  not  to  pass  those 
ruinous  Commission  bills,  which,  in  fact,  declare  the  metro- 
polis of  the  State  unfit  for  self-government,  but  with  a just 
pride  for  her  honor,  welfare  and  dignity  to  protect  and 
guard  her  from  the  bad  men  who  are  seeking  to  plunder  and 
destroy  her. 

Resolved,  That  no  argument  in  favor  of  these  iniquitous 
Commission  schemes  can  be  based  upon  any  alleged  malad- 
ministration of  municipal  affairs,  because  if  there  be  such 
maladministration  of  affairs,  the  people  who  suffer  are  them- 
selves responsible  for  it,  and  can,  at  the  next  election,  correct 
the  evils. 

Resolved,  That  the  men  from  Philadelphia  who  have  in- 
augurated, and  presented  to  the  Legislature  these  bills,  de- 
serve the  reprobation  of  every  citizen  and  tax-payer;  are 
Arnolds  to  their  country,  and  Judases  to  their  constituents, 
and  should  have  the  finger  of  scorn  pointed  at  them  by  every 
honest  man  and  lover  of  his  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  faithful  Representatives  from  Philadel- 
phia, who  have  opposed  the  said  bills,  are  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  every  citizen  of  Philadelphia,  and  they  will  justly 
earn  our  unbounded  gratitude  by  defeating  those  iniquitous 
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schemes,  and  the  people  of  Philadelphia  will  see  to  it  that 
honorable  mention  shall  be  made  in  the  annals  of  Philadel- 
phia of  their  faithful  and  unbought  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  meeting  transmit  to 
the  Governor  and  each  member  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  fifty  be  appointed  by  the 
President  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Governor  and  Legis- 
lature such  memorials  and  remonstrances  against  the  pass- 
age of  the  said  Commission  bills  as  they  may  deem  advisable 
and  proper. 

The  Hon.  Richard  Vaux  was  then  introduced,  and  de- 
livered an  address  in  support  of  the  resolutions. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Vaux’s  speech,  Damon  Y.  Kil- 
gore, Esq.,  read  the  following  additional  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  passage  of  the  bills  to  create  new  Com- 
missions, now  pending  the  action  of  the  Legislature,  would 
deprive  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  of  fundamental  rights, 
and  would  virtually  declare  them  incapable  of  self-govern- 
ment. 

Resolved,  That  centralization  of  power  in  the  hands  of 
a few  is  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  true  Democracy, 
and  that  we  will  oppose  it  by  all  honorable  means. 

Resolved,  That  all  public  officers  should  be  chosen  directly 
by  the  electors  whom  they  represent ; and  that  their  com- 
pensation should  be  fixed  by  law  at  a salary  proportionate 
to  the  services  rendered,  and  all  fees,  profits  or  incomes  of 
the  offices  should  be  paid  into  the  public  Treasury. 

Resolved,  That  all  public  officers  guilty  of  defrauding  the 
government  should  be  disfranchised,  and  be  disqualified  from 
holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  government 
thereafter. 
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After  which  the  following  gentlemen  addressed  the  meet- 
ing: 

William  Rotch  Wistar,  John  O’Byrne,  and  Lorin  Blodget, 
in  support  of  the  object  of  the  meeting. 

The  following  letter,  from  Hon.  Morton  McMichael,  was 
then  read  by  Mr.  Hanna  : 

Philadelphia,  March  A£,  1871. 

Dear  Sir  : — An  important  official  engagement  will  pre- 
vent me  from  being  present  at  the  meeting  this  evening.  I 
concur,  however,  most  heartily  in  the  object  for  which  it  is 
called,  and  will  cheerfully  join  in  whatever  measures  maybe 
resolved  upon  to  promote  that  object. 

Four  years  ago,  when  I had  the  honor  of  being  Mayor  of 
the  City,  in  my  annual  message  to  Councils,  I used  the  fol- 
lowing language : 

“ Of  late  years  it  has  been  too  much  the  custom  to  settle 
at  Harrisburg  the  affairs  of  Philadelphia.  I do  not  speak  of 
such  legislation  as  is  beyond  the  scope  of  our  chartered  pow- 
ers ; for  that  we  have  often  occasion  to  seek,  and  when  it  is 
graciously  granted  we  are  thankful  for  it.  But  as  to  things 
that  are  purely  municipal  in  their  character — for  example, 
the  supervision  of  our  thoroughfares,  and  kindred  local  mat- 
ters— the  Councils  of  the  City,  and  not  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State,  a, re  the  proper  law-makers.  Whether  a street 
should  be  opened  and  paved ; whether  a sewer  should  be 
built;  whether  a main  of  gas  or  of  water  should  be  laid,  are 
questions  not  for  the  Commonwealth  but  the  corporation. 
And  I go  further,  and  aver  that  in  whatever  concerns  the 
City  alone,  and  does  not  involve  principles  of  general  appli- 
cation, before  a final  decision  is  reached,  the  City,  through 
its  recognized  organs,  should  be  consulted.  If  it  is  proposed 
to  occupy  our  highways,  to  regulate  the  disposition  of  our 
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finances  or  the  methods  of  our  taxation,  or  to  do  any  act  of 
exclusive  local  interest,  a decent  respect  fo'r  propriety  would 
seem  to  require  that  the  people  most  directly  involved  should 
be  considered,  and  at  least  allowed  an  opportunity  to  be  heard. 

“ I know  that  the  City  has  a large  delegation  at  Harris- 
burg, whose  business  it  partly  is  to  protect  her  rights ; hut 
these  representatives  are  chosen  to  fill  a wider  sphere  of  du- 
ties. They  have  to  participate  in  all  the  great  movements 
that  agitate  the  Commonwealth,  and  to  assist  in  determining 
issues  which  are  equally  important  on  the  hanks  of  the  Dela- 
ware and  Lake  Erie.  They  are  by  the  very  nature  of  their 
position,  therefore,  disqualified  to  pronounce  as  judiciously 
on  the  smaller  and  peculiar  topics  referred  to  as  those  to 
whom  such  topics  are  a constant  study.  And  even  were  it 
otherwise,  their  own  action  is  modified,  and  not  unfrequently 
controlled,  by  associates  who  know  little  and  care  less  about 
our  policy  or  our  progress. 

“ It  is  my  wish,  as  I am  confident  it  is  yours,  that  between 
the  Councils  of  the  City  and  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
there  should  be  entire  harmony.  We  have  such  frequent  oc- 
casions for  aid  from  the  latter  that  it  would  be  folly  to  do 
anything  likely  to  interfere  with  our  obtaining  it.  Nor  are 
we  so  inclined.  On  the  contrary,  for  the  readiness  with 
which  requests  for  the  passage  of  enabling  bills  have  been 
complied  with,  even  during  the  present  session,  we  are  sin- 
cerely grateful. 

“ But  when  our  functions  are  usurped  or  disregarded — 
when  measures  affecting  the  City,  and  the  City  only,  are 
adopted  without  our  sanction,  or  in  despite  of  our  remon- 
strances, we  are  constrained  to  protest  against  conduct  which 
we  cannot  but  regard  as  discourteous  to  the  offices  we  have 
been  called  to  fill,  and  inimical  to  the  interests  we  are  sworn 
to  sustain.” 
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Since  the  foregoing  paragraphs  were  written  the  evils  to 
which  they  refer  have  been  steadily  growing.  The  proper 
functions  of  the  local  authorities  have  been  constantly  inter- 
fered with  ; and  now  it  is  proposed  to  absorb  them  altogether. 
The  project  is  too  monstrous  to  admit  of  a belief  that  it  can 
be  carried  into  execution ; but  it  is  most  desirable  that  the 
citizens  should  stamp  it  with  their  earnest  reprobation,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  speedily  abandoned,  and  its  authors  be 
taught  the  dangers  of  any  similar  attempt  hereafter. 


Very  respectfully  yours, 

Morton  McMichael. 


W.  B.  Hanna,  Esq. 

After  the  reading  of  the  letter,  both  the  original  and  the 
additional  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  and  the 
meeting  adjourned. 

The  President,  under  the  authority  of  the  resolutions,  ap- 
pointed the  following  gentlemen  a committee  of  fifty,  to  pre- 
pare and  submit  to  the  Legislature  suitable  memorials  and 
remonstrances  against  the  passage  of  the  commission  bills  : 

Edward  C.  Knight,  James  C.  Hand, 


George  W.  Childs, 
Jos.  Harrison,  Jr., 
Edward  S.  Handy, 
Edwin  H.  Fitler, 
Frederick  Fraley, 


Adolph  E.  Borie, 
Charles  Macalester, 
Moncure  Robinson, 

J.  Bin al do  Sank, 

John  H.  Dohnert, 
James  M.  Robb, 

John  W.  Lee, 

Thomas  Potter, 

John  C.  Bullitt, 
Alexander  Ramsey, 
Hr.  Wilson  C.  Swann, 
John  Wanamaker, 
William  Sellers, 


Wm.  L.  Hirst, 
Eli  K.  Price, 


Matthew  Baird, 
Theodore  Cuyler, 
Edwin  M.  Lewis, 
George  K.  Ziegler, 
George  W.  Thorn, 


Edward  H.  Trotter, 
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Simon  R.  Snyder, 

Henry  D.  Welsh, 

John  W.  Sexton, 

Henry  Lewis, 

Samuel  A.  Stokes, 
William  J.  Swain, 
William  L.  Schaffer, 
Wetherill  Lee, 

Meyer  Gans, 

James  S.  Watson, 

DANIEL  M.  FOX, 

President. 

Attest : Samuel  Bell,  George  Truman,  Jr.,  Joseph  Mills, 
S.  Y.  Pennypacker,  James  M.  Vance,  John  E.  Addicks,  George 
G.  Pierrie,  James  Dobson,  Samuel  Robb,  William  J.  Swain, 
L.  Wain  Smith,  Edward  H.  Weil  and  George  Lynch, 

Secretaries. 


Joseph  Singerly, 

Wm.  Massey, 

Wm.  M.  Reilley, 

Chas.  J.  StilR, 

Benjamin  F.  Stokes, 

Dr.  C.  P.  Keichline, 
Aaron  S.  Lippincott, 
Wm.  D.  Lewis, 

John  H.  Wheeler, 

Dr.  A.  C.  Bournonville, 
Peter  A.  Keller, 


